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Question: in each of these recent drawn games, which was the real

Joel Feinstein, and which was the clone?



The British Othello Federation is an independent body. Annual subscription costs
£5 for the first year’s membership (including a copy of the instructional book
Othello: Brief & Basic) and £3 thereafter. Ten years membership is available for
£25. A foreign subscription costs £5 per year, or £45 for ten years. Cheques or
postal orders payable to the British Othello Federation should be sent to David
Haigh. The price of Othello: Brief & Basic for existing members is £5.
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Ninth Cambridge International Tournament.

T'he #econd tonrnament of the European Grand Prix is to be held on the 15th/16th
of Februnry, at the University Centre, Cambridge. We expect at least six French,
a Belginn, two Danes, one Swiss, two Americans other than David Shaman, David
Shamnn, and somne true British players. The entry fee is £10, (£2 for the un-
waged, the low-waged, and undergraduate students). This 11-round Swiss tour-
nament, iv the premier international event in Britain. It is your chance to play
agninsl the best, but there is also always a wide range of playing abilities. Paris
haul H2 players last year: can we beat that?

Contaet, Pete Bhagat on 0223-62323, or just turn up on Saturday before
9:30mn.  Play lasts all Saturday and also Sunday morning, with a final and
Srd /4th play-off on the Sunday afternoon. Floor space (at least) is always avail-
able, or Pete ean book you a guest house room at reasonable rates.

About the Cover by Karsten Switness.

We have recently had several complaints about the number of clones appearing
in Britinh Othello tournaments. One of the most blatant instances of cloning has
heen the appearance on the scene of a so-called Mike Handel, which is really an
oul-and -out, Feinstein clone. The cover story is that “Handel” was “taught” by
Feinsteln while both were in “Leeds”. A Feinstein clone is particularly hard to
dinguiine, nu the style of the master is somewhat distinctive, and when furthermore
the two players habitually draw, there can no longer be any doubt.

"T'he cover problem is of course totally impossible: there is no way to tell
which player is Feinstein and which is “Handel”. In the first game, moves 4, 13,
23, 42 and 48 are all clearly played by Feinstein, or a very close relative indeed.
In the necond, 23, 24, 27 (pretty, but careless, allowing the sequence 28-30), 37,
andd the entire endgame are dead giveaways: both players are Joel Feinstein. The
third gnme, while very exciting, is far too normal, and it is in fact a game between
Aubrey do Grey and Roy Arnold.

[Editor's note: foreign readers (in space or time) may care to note that there was
# reeent mini-series entitled The Cloning of Joanna May on British television.
Whether this excuses the title is at best debatable.]

Eastbourne Regional 1991

The Inst regional of last year was the delayed Eastbourne tournament, held in
Aupust. Mike Handel emerged from nowhere (well, Coventry) to win it with
570, nhead of David Haigh (4), Roy Arnold (3), Rodney Hammond (2), David
Brown (1) and Ashley Hammond (0). Newcomer David Brown is Mike Handel’s
“slep-brother”, and great things are expected of him once the cloning takes.

3



Editorial by Graham Brightwell.

“January /February” of course means that the newsletter was due in J anuary, but
didn’t get completed until February. Apologies, the fault is entirely mine for not
setting a deadline early enough. Anyway, thanks to all those who did provide
material. The deadline for the next issue is July 15th: bring it to the Winchester
Regional if you like.

By the way, the newsletter is prepared on an IBM PC, and material sub-
mitted on a diskette (preferably 3,1—, inch, but 5% will do) would be especially
gratefully received. I can also provide an electronic version of the newsletter for
any Federation member who sends me a diskette and an s.a.e.: the newsletter is
written in TEX.

I'am due to move house sometime before the next newsletter, so it’s probably
best if people use my work address and ’phone no. (opposite) until then. Note
also that Mike Handel has moved.

At the committee meeting in November, the question arose of exactly who
should be eligible to play in BOF tournaments, and represent Britain in the World
Championships. Clarifying previous decisions, we ruled that: (1) except for the
National final, all our tournaments are open to all, (2) to play in the National
final, a non-U.K. citizen has to have been resident in the U.K. for at least 183 days
prior to the tournament, (3) to represent Britain in the World Championship, a
non-U.K. citizen has to have been resident in the U.K. for at least 183 days prior
to that tournament. One consequence of this that readers might care to note is
that David Shaman is very likely to be a contender to represent Britain next time
round. Sigh. And we thought last year’s British Championship was tough!

Notation.

The board is split into eight columns and eight

aljblicl| df e| f| g|hl rows. Each column is labelled with a letter, from
a2 ‘a’ for the left-hand column to ‘h’ for the right-
a3 hand column. Rows are numbered from ‘1’ for
4 the top row to ‘8’ for the bottom. This is the
S opposite convention to that used in chess. Thus
6 the top left corner is called ‘al’, and the bottom
7 X| C right is ‘h8’.

8 Clh8 A square such as b2, one in diagonally from

a corner, is known as an ‘X-square’, and a square
such as h7 adjacent to a corner is a ‘C-square’.
Compass directions are sometimnes used when describing regions of the board,
so for instance the area of the board near to hl is called the North-East coruer,
and row 8 is called the South edge.

British National Championships. York, September 28-29.
by Karsten Switness.

1. Joel Feinstein 7/9 (1-0) Helena Verrill 4.5
2. Graham Brightwell 7 (0-1) 11. John Lysons 4
3. hare Leader 7 Matthew Selby 4
4, Mike ITandel 6 Mark Wormley 4
H. Alex Selby 6 14. lain Barrass 3
6. Peter Bhagat 5.5 David Haigh 3
Gurry Fdmead 5.5 Ken Stephenson 3
K. Aubrey de Grey 5 17. Robert Stanton 2
. Jeremy Das 4.5 18. Roy Arnold 1

The tournament, was every bit as tough and tense as it was supposed to be:
The main no-show was Guy Plowman, who had to go down to University that
day. (He in starting a Physics course at Imperial College, London.) But the
wuber of participants was overall a little disappointing: was it the prospect of
n day and o half of competition that put people off?

Round 1 started with an unfortunate incident. Imre Leader and Alex Selby
fonnd themselves paired against opponents who hadn’t arrived (and never did).
"Thin smeant that they scored their point, but their tie-breakers (Sum of Opponents
Seoren) were doomed thereafter. A glance at the final table shows how important
thin was, (Brightwell’'s SOS was one point better then Leader’s: Handel’s four
points hetter than Selby’s.)

In Round 2, all the top four seeds lost: Leader to Feinstein, Brightwell to
Handel, Bhngat to de Grey, and Edmead to Matthew Selby. Bhagat continued to
Hlide aftor this, losing to John Lysons, then Leader (an up-float), then drawing
with Jeremy Das. How his tie-breaker ended up better than Edmead’s is difficult
to wlerstand.

The biggest surprise was Matthew Selby’s 4-0 start, beating John Lysons,
Garry Fdmead, Helena Verrill, and brother Alex Selby. He continued to play
well after that, but didn’t win any more games. His SOS was higher than, for
inwbanes, Brightwell’s,

Feinstein was alone in the lead after 5 rounds, and beat Brightwell in Round 6
to slay n point in front. After 7 of the 9 rounds it was: Feinstein 7, Leader 6,
Brightwell 5, Edmead 4.5, .... Brightwell beat Leader in round 8 to stay in the
liant, but then had to play Edmead in what was essentially a play-off for a place
in the top three. Brightwell won it, capping what was perhaps a disappointing
tournmment, for Edmead. Mcanwhile, Feinstein had slipped, losing first to Alex
Selliy nnd then to Bhagat. Still his tie-break was unquestionably the best, and
hin qualification for the final was not in doubt.
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Brightwell played in the final against Feinstein. You can see the game, with
an analysis by the players, below. Imre Leader commented that it was nice to see
a well-played final game for once. Feinstein was a worthy winner, for the strength
of his play both in this game and throughout the tournament. (I know it always
says that, but he was. Really.)

Joel Feinstein becomes the third player to win the title twice, after Alan
Woch and Imre Leader (three times). Still nobody has won it two years in a row.
Graham Brightwell lengthens his string of top-two finishes to five, but there are
no prizes for second.

There was a rather disappointing entry of 4 for the Challengers’ tournament.
Our congratulations to Phil Marson, who won the event, ahead of John Beacock,
Maurice Kent, and Tom Landry.

Thanks are due to: Adelaide Carpenter, who ran the tournament; Sue Bar-
rass, who stood in for her at the start; Maurice Kent, who ran the Challengers’,
and the Viking Hotel, who generously allowed us the use of their excellent function
rooms for no charge. Special thanks are due to Mark Wormley, who set the whole
event up at fairly short notice, generated an impressive amount of local publicity,
organised the Saturday evening meal, and made sure that everything functioned
smoothly. Tom Landry, who is new to Othello but has attended draughts tour-
naments for more years than some of us have been alive, states that this was

the best-organised weekend event he has ever been to: some tribute. Mark even
wrote us an article.

An Organiser’s View by Mark Wormley.

The stage was set—the press coverage had been good, stretching from Teeside
(Northern Echo) to Leeds (Evening Post) back to York (Evening Press). The
radio and television people had been contacted, and there was even talk of a
celeb making an appearance. 65 posters had been distributed in local schools,
colleges, libraries, places of work and the Tourist Information offices.

So where was everyone? Not even free admission, trophies, prizes and
the comfort of the prestige “Viking Hotel” could drag them in. Several reasons
were given, including the two-day format, the start of the university term, the
weather, and the Ryder cup golf.

Out of the expected 25 finalists, only 18 showed. Several sent apologies,
but some didn’t. This resulted in these players being included in the draw, and
a top player missing out on the final because of Strength of Opposition. The
Challengers’ tournament was even more poorly attended than last year with only

four entrants. Surely there are more Othello players out there who would have
liked to take part!

Ou amore posilive note, everyone who did make the trip to York had a great
time. An excellent meal was also laid on for the Saturday evening at the Bishop’s
Restanrant,

A fow memories I will take from this experience of organising an Othello final
inchude: Garry Fdmead turning up on my doorstep at 11:30pm on the Friday,
Othello players in a Beer Garden (drinking, of course) at 10pm on the Saturday,
Joel being interviewed by telephone after his victory, and myself enduring several
sleeploss nights with 25 chess clocks ticking away at me.

Congratulations to Joel and Phil Marson for winning, and many thanks to
those who helped me run the event. Not forgetting also the Viking Hotel for
providing us with a great venue.

Chinirman’s Note: On behalf of the BOF, I would like to apologise for the problems
cousml hy the pairvings for the first round of this year’s Nationals. Undoubtedly
we made a mistake. From next year, any players who have not arrived by the
time the draw for the first round is announced will not be paired, and may well be
defanlted In the first round. Thus this problem will not arise again. (A different
one undoubtedly will.) Also from next year, the tie-breaker in the National Final
(only) will be the so-called Brightwell Quotient (BQ) with C = 7. This should
he thought of as Disc-Count plus 7 times SOS, but allowance is made for a bye
or win by defanlt. Thus this problem really and truly will not arise again. (The
committes is currently considering a document from David Haigh setting out in
full the BOF's procedures for tournament play. Once this is approved, it will be
published in the newsletter.)

Joel Feinstein Annotates.

Hers are some of my games from the British Championship.

. . Here is the game Leader-Feinstein from round 2
h4)h1140)46) 47 56) 5859 of the nationals. Note that Imre had had a bye in
nh| 63|60 48) 13|44/ 57|60 round 1. Having achieved a position which was a

43|20/15] 1] 6/12[23[52 clear win, I ran out of imagination. Fortunately
26{18110{O| @[14{27(45 the position didn’t really need any.

W17 2| @O 4]34{36 My play in the South West corner is suspect: a
2438|120 7{ 3| 5] 9{30 massive piece grab may be more appropriate.

A2(87| 16|19} 11] 83331
11|39 40| 28] 21| 2235]32
Leader 24 Feinstein 40

I think my edge-grabbing was pretty effective,
though! 44 sets a rather pretty, if obvious trap,
but Imre wasn’t having any. In the end, I lose
parity in the North-west through incompetence,

hut, 1 have millions of discs.






