The 1992 World Championships
by David Shaman

Although my path to Barcelona was somewhat circuitous, I ended up
attending the 1992 World Championships last November as a member of the

British team. My teammates were national champion Joel Feinstein and ‘e

runner-up Mike Handel. ‘
I had moved to England in late 1991 and, thanks to the British Othello

Federation's "183-day" rule, was allowed to participate in the 1992 National X

Championship. After five years of rather straightforward qualifying for the

United States' three-person team, I knew that getting to the World
Championship in 1992 would be a somewhat more difficult proposition. In
fact, I finished fifth at the British Nationals. However, after several days of
lamenting about failure and what-might-have-been, Ilearned that both Peter
Bhagat and Graham Brightwell had declined their offers to positions on the
British team. I was next in the queue.

Six weeks, two practice tournaments, and many hours of studying
later, it was time to leave for Barcelona. Joel, Mike, and I were all travelling
separately. In my case this meant a seven a.m. flight from Heathrow the
morning of the welcoming banquet. Unfortunately, this also meant leaving
Cambridge by coach at around 3:30 in the morning. Still, a few hours sleep
the night before, a quick nap on the coach, and another in my hotel room
upon arrival, and I'd have no problems. Or so I thought.

There's a spot between Cambridge and London, not too far from
Luton, which is, by any reasonable reckoning, the middle of nowhere. (My
apologies to residents of the Luton area.) It was at this spot, halfway up a
long and fairly steep hill, that my chosen means of transportation decided it
could take no more. There was a sudden banging noise, followed by a
gradual deceleration, followed by stillness. It was five o'clock. It was dark.
We weren't going anywhere,

I could detail the panic and frustration of the next couple of hours.
However, suffice it to say that the situation was made significantly worse by
the attitude of our driver. His initial response was to suggest we wait for the
next coach in two hours. When several passengers (there were only four of us
altogether) pointed out that we would all miss our planes, he then reluctantly
radioed headquarters. Their response was that a repair vehicle could get to
us in something more than an hour. The driver hung up, completely satisfied.
After being told that this was still not acceptable, and after some desperate
persuasion, he radioed the depot again and announced that “the passengers
are causing problems". After all, he was stuck out there too and we didn't see
him complaining. We may be about to miss planes to Athens and Dallas (and
Barcelona!!), but he had to ring his wife, have his quitting-time pint, and get
home for his breakfast.

Eventually a taxi-van arrived from Luton and, speeding all the way,
got us to Heathrow just in time. Actually, we got there just in time to join a E
check-in queue caused by broken down computer equipment. If the plane
had been on time, we might have missed it.

Iarrived in Barcelona without further mishap. Mike and Joel
(although he was fashionably late for the welcome dinner) did as well. Two
days later we had won 27 games and captured Britain's third world

championship. .
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There were 30 players from 13 different countries. The full tournament
results were as follows:

1. Great Britain 27 8. Switzerland 10.5
2. France 24.5 9. Belgium 7
3. Italy 24 10. Canada 6.5
4. Sweden 25 Russia 6.5
5. Denmark 22 12.  Madagascar 6
6. USA 185 13.  Spain 55
7. Japan 145
1 M. Tastet  (France) 95  Semi-final 1:
2. D.Shaman (Great Britain) 12 Shaman 2.5-Berner .5
3. F.Marconi (Italy) 9
4. N. Berner  (Sweden) 9 Semi-final 2:
5. A.Brusca (ltaly) 8 Tastet 2-Marconi 1
M. Handel (Great Britain) 8
E. Jensen (Denmark) 8 FINAL:
P. Juhem (France) 8 Tastet 2-Shaman 0
9. S. Alard (Belgium) 7
D. Barnaba (Italy) 7
J. Feinstein  (Great Britain) 7
K. Feldborg (Denmark) 7
N. Johansen (Sweden) 7
A Kierulf  (USA) 7
D. Penloup (France) 7
K. Sakaguchi (Japan) 7
H. Vallund (Denmark) 7
18. L.Back (Canada) 6.5
O. Stepanov (Russia) 6.5
1. Syrén (Sweden) 6.5
S. Waser (Switzerland) 6.5
A. Watanabe (Japan) 6.5
23.  B.Andriani (Madagascar) 6
P.Stanton  (USA) 6
25. G.Johnson (USA) 55
26. T.Marraffa (Switzerland) 4
27. O.Martinez (Spain) 2
G. Muntané (Spain) 2
29. B.Tous (Spain) 15
30. K. Hirakura (Japan) 1

The tournament was well organised, the quality of play was high, and
there were certainly some exciting moments along the way-- '
Round 11: The French were leading the tournament by half a point but we
went 3-0 and they went 0-3 (with Joel beating Juhem and Mike beating Tastet)
to give us our final margin of victory.
Rounds 4-7: Sakaguchi lost four games in a row and suddenly it no longer
appeared there would be a Japanese player in the semi-finals.
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Stepanov 30-34 Sakaguchi

Two players chose 17g5 (the classic

line).

Four games went down a classic line

choice, but it is the favourite of Imre
through move 16.

Move 14c4 is not the most common
Leader. Stepanov's move 15¢3 is

unusual (15d3 is typical here).

interesting recent v.

avoid a six-way tie for fourth place (much to chief referee Emmanuel Lazard's
analysis of the openings that were played. (Note: This is based on the Thor
incorrect or missing transcripts.) This survey takes a look at only those games
starting with the Diagonal opening (f5, f6). Games involving variations of the
Perpendicular opening (f5, d6) will be discussed next time.

Round 13: Berner beat Sakaguchi to secure a position in the semi-finals and
Round 19++: Karsten "trouble" Feldborg tossed his Danish pastries all over
the streets of Barcelona (and cars, and trees, and Roger Becker's shoes) after
several Rapidos too many at the victory dinner and subsequent bar crawl.
database-- 180 of the 204 games from Barcelona. The absent games had

The following is a collection of games from the tournament with some

. Q 5> Q
23 v £ E
m ™~ 502 "Mub . o
£33 SRy peE
24d.2 b
% L 5.8
: 2 PRI SN S PR -8 : e N e o TS
ENC) ~"Ven ™~ o Q ] (]
\.hm 2= @VSLV.*A@VONW,NV 207 ) m 3 a = /W\M = 8 AV&AV@VZAV@A@@@
¥ T et Fm @9 > ! A AT
e 0 M w) o/ — Vg Vg
=P 588608, g 5 ~ B md 259 .rS;r@;r /TEICTOION =
¥ A A A N o) . M. tau c.m 8 [N A 11041 A AN 8
b SR WA ) SR gFnd 5270 O KNIEXS)
(4 PONOIGA AN > =2 14 IR TN 5
-2 AR \ RN —E&E'En DR =R .V o,V ity N7 Nrey B
-x=4 el@l o] o §& 5.4 50 © MR .31 fi4
Soh PR S50 By BN TS RO W] o
(d T Ml w; 7] . L]
V&.M }3 d@rﬁt&.tr A N grOUVZ; “ WV 1] M.m .w ﬂ m.m ° r@;r‘ﬂ? YN TN N \@ $
. SO0 o m k455 2 E& T Ve I T e B
ha] um ° AV T def=ay g8 CVBAv T oS Wy I
B IR . 4\31\71\34\14\@4@ AR ¥elo nF o @ 2V Vg AWun.ﬂ@. g
. 2 3 ¥ LA CTOCITICA N SU.\.@ 288 §o =2 NI TN NOYAS ]
g 2 5 R Sotlsy 2215 00800000
2 m m..m SRASAT RN m -] wcmm 8 "SISO T DA 4
] . N g O 20
9 BEE ~amwwon~o® lloc.wM APy =~ N a0~

27

26




y

-~
o0
3 Se
§=g S°g
ggss | 31 =
£=3 g8 e OG0
e . g ~ o Y o S oo L ] TSNV I o 3
5 f& a% - 3 LN/ 3F Ay J\@A‘ b
on g 5 N O c.m-l.m =i B \iz AVIANOAVXA\ A\@J JEX @Vﬁh?ﬁkr AN
[ w, w o [N\ g 3 NS AS N\
O .m.ae w4w1w34w43® = 72 = = TV P S X2 AR R
= [N NNy 80D =] INTRITC TR I ] oy — 0
5T msm “SRINSGINA T el o 0 < s PR Tt Y=y 8 o @@ R\ AS P
ES N EN NP @ —~ gz . 5 R — mu ) R TN I g D
g e 3 (DDE ~,8.8, o 8 55 mf P gy 4rSared R NN gy & 3
g o] TR D] 4 8 2 bt R S M - oI W A )
Pw..e“mw AR A g () o g e, e PRI R PATE) 2
ol 4 ) N Y > 88 = ol N IO PG 06K
>8 5 R < g S © 5 DI I T b s Vi B : e AN~ B
2 B A==y NN g o . A, e ) QA ATV Yo R
Qw o4 7= N .3 @ol -m% Sz 4 - AN & FoAraar A7 4 ek @3
n.lecm e@ WINPT NN ASA 2 = » 2 ndrgr.;trxrxrurligwl_ TV VeV XA T
N TS TowaF, T\ o Lo o AR AR L @ © T NN 8
d.& V"m s AP et bl 2 ¢ o . = 8 P N oV 2 ), [CAR S Ao
B 5 e @ (RITCT) € m F4 2y @mw [PRCLTER VI Vo-X T e 2
SEEFe O oo o HEME 552 3 ok OO | - (IO -
TSES: ICEINE S A = Tataca S0, VAV e VoV ~
Demg m crﬂnv AR AT Aleﬂo,A m. .noucMcm W mm.m mbv ety Av74 4131@\91 o rﬂtr@urﬂxra.\rSL@rS\r %
2 Yoy [y @ b : 2.2 b @. SN o0
e lm. g S ~(ICHEICICN G & 2T >0 & R . 86,5, 67 ~8 Yo~
& ﬂ%lD... VA‘A\SJXAﬂO,JwA\l@ un..um|lgm ] ﬂw - N M TV 0~ %
PEEH eellallele CEEEV RN -EY
E85E £ § “ReloRa AT &
- R

World Championship. In fact, the

; 2 g
= oy g =
g 2 28 £g m o S2E
S = < o
) =1 3 v o
Edg § S $3 . TN OIEX “ o & o0& M
L I e BRI 2z s g
TR AN * .m ] o LISV DN TV I g = &, ot - o =]
Va7 1@131 w @ < LA k2 NoXF e ES ..®v NI -
4 ss.ac SR 6 & G en 7, AR wnoe < 5=
= @@@Lr O e NN o238~ ENG ) = B NV o) = 2
NN NP, TN By, L Ay ANSUANAN B FerVer, — i =9 S
2 4@1741 AN [ - @S =) PN NS “ el W WS =) : 8 o
ol WIS il R sV - o B4 2 o TSI N AR & 8 N-3 i
LOLBDALTAL d) Eeanindnd >88 ‘ g A ASIEH 25 PSR o @ =t S ES
T\ g 4\41.10@@ g le gL hal Va%u 0 %% N TP A7 AT~ siemmv W ORI AN & [ =% . 5
8 ] Lo a (AN AT IR TR ) 7} = ORI NPV 28 &
f@@gr O g P g .8 0. v,V RPAS/ g ooV Y RPN Y =] =]
OSSR o = 3 905 § m " i oL s 9 . PN = As 3 B
T Ve Y Y o & wa3 L] N DY AR~ AT 3 [ o N TGP g f D
Yooy, AN K~ I @ N N N\ - D NSV PP X =] vy
o LI e 1Y x ES . = ey o NN N~ g
LOLAA, Al oS 2 (=] o = TP NS 7 w) 8§ v, G
PR Aw.Aw @ % . -4 -~ =k a7 P ALt o L N — Y 2 e .=
< ] PR-E B i () s SZAVIG Enar Ar_ = . g
d@@ AN AOHNTY g “® 9 o [ RN - =% NN ) 00w « oy
NN PN NN 17} = : ol VIOV (4 < [7 o~ o, IRy Q.0 5
[ESVNASIA R (%) g 2% 25 838 BONONNY N & 2.8 b@i T e Se] £ 5.0 o
) QNSNS . Bt 7 . [N > o AL LMY S S =3x =2 8
o) LT IR 9 L LA, 1] e SN [ N O W oo W LS = &= s 0
AL AT\ o3 S & o CIN TSR E 2 oS ) 9 S -
DR 4\11131@ e g L8g 5 o A AT O e & 2 a2 ETAEAS T~ D w amm m
AN 80 oo VO @ NN TN [=} o
b@v@»v@ﬁv Avu? YEEN i© w.,m m @ m 3889 ar@rﬂ;@r@rz.ﬁ@r@}“g 5 E - oo O M ® =S8
— T,
<SP IEN LVSLrooL m 9.8 nr.lm 5 m - N Mo oW O =0
IR R InhtwnFm.D
-
~

g
L VL v
Ly, b4 o w.m 58S
. S8 2 = EESE
@ 9 3 5 -k ' g .m.iAm
ge 8 8 & B5E o2 X
> ] 1 - Fongl SDwp
w8 o © 2 2y . NV, ey B 8rg e
mmmm.m.mmmm AT .mmmmmmmhmwu@nm“@@rnAm@Naﬁ SLEES& S
= 8~ ~ AR AR N ™~ — “w 2.mm Teo\aNT, TP N N7 . vy = m.l.l
Oa ... v Q = 7@3@ S N T eV = c} @ o NIROR S A A1 L1200 [} L
FE- L E=-R Cmfhralr g e g S e nw - il S AN G R e -
o ) N U - UL oo -3 S.wm 74w<4w414‘4\99 o . 082
Nm.mmmwmwm .r@@vﬁvoﬂvs#mvmwmm. 5325t mf”n;@@mv.mv o - FREPEE 2E
Qe & B =" @ — A o - TP - hulR=P- 1] Y. S
S 0 Q7 Wz, 0 9 f@r!kr A Ay V..m » .m.l c@ BN A ;VJN © o] 2,20 .=
e.mmm.n r..wy VA\ QF N e N7, N -W [ 31 NN A1 N N AN o O o, Q
2 “E3SES X ~ @~ I, .mfem 2 174139. A S ® 3¢
QU hH o A oL AN - 55 S g A/ ROV ) O~ 3 as
28288 e m BN 4 s AP m oo Pk i L o I Dt oy 9 A
08 & 2 °% A G .M cw.mum.m OO (X)) =2 vRE3 “» g
OV.Z.Mmc.h.m = =[S SRR DAE] . 23 9 : c%@racr;r;r;v;rA “e NS
o0 §<] N ey, N7 8 3 P 0w B AT Ay NN - a.w at'c g
4o888g58s (XD 6.5.9.8 E mmmm.m .wb”@@,@@vwvmv@vd P g2 248%
=% - N AN ENED = 3 ) [\l X 3
mmm&ﬂa D.w.mb‘ﬁrﬂ;rﬂ;@rvtnﬁtrﬁnvﬁn 3 m.wmmmo a1541ﬂ1 ;rﬂ;r@nr NP o -ag hMm
o .hnvmuww roar N A Ze\F 7 A\@@ > P 0. w..m PCOTCON - o i~ % Bw.mmc L)
nﬂwuecc [~y M a@r LV«.PV@;VJKV YN cwc.m pk - N N
..mm UWmMMrl2345678 n.mm s
Vf.mm..Hmm v

v 3
-
gl s gd 5858
wn : Fo Y -
m .m nﬂwmw.msm Smmm VR o T NS N
8% .88 -] ges . EEERIEN)
m\} %3 CmoHom gw — mM T r. AV1A17< N7V, 14191‘.7“.
3 = bl e e;r AT AT
N m .wsm n o fow- S ATA N PRI -
[N =N\ N\ L @ & w .m 8 gW o o= ) -N ) [N AqﬂlAOWHL )Y S
— IR o0 NP A w 3 - O .55 of TR~ M 80,0,
R O 52335 252y 500 L e e e
P gy, - w ¥ . D.m ] Py .m — =~V </}
FP ;VIAVQMV .Av AVZAV’@A =} SEn=g wtm m.mm g - o ﬂTn. 588 ev.,.Av a9 AV.AV > Av@m.vuﬂ g
o’y - A~ Y B oy e = VD8 @ o (26N
- g P g g0 gg 5 2 _m S ° — 2 d@r;rur A 4oe% F
NIRRTV APV rg\F N S 8 el ) ST cn A\ [ARTAN A e
QOGN I 22258 ¢ EE>25 < L5200
° I o W M 150 S SO + 85928 ¢ 80 o lCIRPEH X=X e m
GO YN A oY - < v 3 124 = o R X PPN r AT AF o
oY oS Wi @@@ LRV EE L= w 53 ) & I 2= e (PIERGS 3,
NS850, oL §2330 uama gg° = mnwmmbv@v@ AR =
P AP P e = g 2.2 S &5 2 7k 0]
oy eny YIS/ 3 -] m.l < « AL,
w DI NIV nu..n” BWV«“ = S8
NI &N Aw@J m 9 o
gl P N @ 53 2° =@ m.oa v O I~ ®
IO ﬁ;r@;!ﬂ:@rﬁtr ] 2Eq EN 5 .m.w SoDa .m Ss -~ N 0w
V4AV4AV MO YN & w.moo.m-m m [M.Dm Cm - N M T O~ ® L = V=]
] I Q09 o 8o
NG .E ;r4Lr7Lr8 25823 ZE SRS S
-~ N ™ T n o

29

28



