Forthcoming Events.

The remaining European Grand Prix tournaments are as follows.
Rome — May 22-23; Brussels — July 31-August 1; Paris — August 28-29.

The remaining regionals are as follows. All the tournaments are on Saturdays,
and start at 9.30am. In each tournament, the top three finishers out of those not
previously qualified will win through to the National Final.

NOTTINGHAM. May 8. Organiser: Phil Marson, 31 Claremont Rd., Sher-
wood Rise, Nottingham NGS5 1BH, phone 0602-606-234. Venue: Nottingham
Mechanics, Birkbeck House, Trinity Square, Nottingham.

WINCHESTER. May 22. Organiser: David Haigh, 62 Romsey Rd., Winch-
ester, Hants. SO22 5PH, phone 0962-853-826. Venue: Westgate School, Cheri-
ton Rd., Winchester.

MANCHESTER. June 5. Organiser: Johu Lysons, 5 Ashlands Drive, Auden-
shaw, Manchester M34 5EF, phone 061-320-8467. Venue: Festival Hall (Pennine
Suite), Peel St., Denton, Manchester.

PORTSMOUTH. June 12. Organiser: Ian Turner, 41 Jessie Rd., Southsea,
Portsmouth, Hants., phone (work) 0705-383-101 cxtension 3408. Venue: Have-
lock Community Centre, Fawcett Rd., Southsea, Portsmouth, Hants.

CAMBRIDGE. June 19. Organiser: Pete Bhagat, 1 Parker St., Cambridge
CB1 1JL, phone 0223-62323. Venue: Lecture Room Theatre, Trinity College,
Cambridge.

DONCASTER. July 24. Organisers: Sue Barrass and Eileen Forsyth. Con-
tact Eileen Forsyth, 49 Balmoral Rd., Doncaster DN2 5BZ, phone 0302-364-626.
Venue: St. John Ambulance Brigade Headquarters, St. Sepulchre Gate West,
Doncaster.

This year, for the first time, the British Othello Federation is organising two
beginners’ tournaments, The idea is that these will not be open to established
players: in fact, the only entry rule will be that no-one with a rating above 1200
may enter. One tournament will be in Winclhester, and the other in Nottingham.
They will start at 9.30an, and will certainly be finished by 5pm.

WINCHESTER. June 26. Organiser: David Haigh, 62 Romsey Rd., Winch-
ester, Hants. SO22 5PH, phone 0962-853-826. Venue: Westgate School, Cheri-
ton Rd., Winchester.

NOTTINGHAM. July 3. Organiser: Phil Marson, 31 Claremont Rd., Sher-
wood Rise, Nottingham NG5 1BH, phone 0602-606-234. Venue: Nottingham
Mechanics, Birkbeck House, Trinity Square, Nottingham.
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This is the first “mini-newsletter”, as announced in the previous British Othello
newsletter, The Killer Bees. Reaction, positive or negative, would be welcome:
this is an experiment, and there is no guarantee that it will be continued. The
idea is to cover the last three months’ news, tournament results, etc., but to leave
in-depth articles to the full newsletter. This plan may change, of course.

The main news this time is that the 1993 World Othello Championships will
be held in London: this is the first time the World Championships will have
come to Britain since 1980. The dates of the tournament are almost certain to
be November 5-7. Over the first two days (Friday and Saturday), there will be a
Swiss-style tournament to decide the World Team Championship and to find the
four semi-finalists. The semi-finals, final, and Victory Dinner take place on the
Sunday.

For the first two days, we nced some help, in the form of about twenty
people to act as table referees. This involves taking the score of a game, checking
for flipping errors, watching for time defaults, and generally watching some top
quality games. Lunches (at least) will be provided. If you think you might be
interested in volunteering for this, then let me know: I'll probably just put your
name on a list for the time being, but it would be useful to get a preliminary idea
of how many people will be available. Your help will be greatly appreciated.

The date and venue of the British Othello Championships are not yet settled.
The most likely is that they will take place on the weekend of August 21-22, as
part of the planned “Mind Sports Olympiad”, to be held in London. Confirmation
is not possible at the moment, but we'll try to circulate definite news as soon as
we have it.

For once, the next newsletter comes with a definite deadline. I shall be out of
the country for a fow weeks from July 16th, so material by, say, July 13th pleasc!
Finally, I received the following cryptic message from a Mr.A.de Grey:

“e6 16 c4 d6 7 ¢3 c6 7 gb h6 c8 g8 ¢2 b2 a2 ¢l g7 ¢5 b3 b6 ab h8 €3 a3 f4 al
mine’s a pint”. o

Graham Brightwell
Addresses of Officers. ‘

Chairman and Newsletter Editor: Graham Brightwell, 12A Glenfield Road, Bal-
ham, London SW12 OHG. Tel. 081-675-8873 or 071-955-7624 (Work).

Secretary: David Haigh, 62, Romsey Road, Winchester, Hants., SO22 5PH. Tel.
0962-853826.



Tournament Results.

There have been two European Grand Prix tournaments so far, and two British
victories.

Carmbridge — February 13-14
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Name

David Shaman
Marc Tastet
Stéphane Nicolet
Emmanuel Caspard
Graham Brightwell
Imre Leader

Peter Bhagat
Bintsa Andriani
Iain Barrass
Alexandre Cordy
Mike Handel

Pawel Pietruszkiewicz
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Name

Serge Alard

Joel Feinstein

Erik Jensen
Dominique Penloup

Pts
5
5
5
5

Piotr Pietruszkiewicz 5

Guy Plowman
Matthew Selby
Tan Turner
Aubrey de Grey
Roy Arnold
Phil Marson
Witold Postrach
Colin Hands
Simon Nickson
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4
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As ever, a lively tournament, honoured by the presence of three Poles and a Dane,
as well as the usual contingent of French and Belgian. A full report will appear
in the next full newsletter.

Copenhagen — April 17-18

Joel Feinstein Reports.
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Name

Joel Feinstein

Marc Tastet

David Shaman
Karsten Feldborg
Dominigue Penloup
Erik Jensen

Henrik Vallund
Niklas Johansen
Torben Vallund

10. Erik Nielsen

There were only ten players this year, but the quality
was high! The tournament was a 9 round round-robin, followed by two rounds
of Swiss (1), and then a best of three final and a 3rd/4th playoff. The current
Buropean Grand Prix table is shown on the right. '
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Euro Grand Prix
David Shaman
Marc Tastet

Joel Feinstein
Stéphane Nicolet
Emmanuel Caspard
Karsten Feldborg
Dominique Penloup
Graham Brightwell
Imre Leader

Pts
290
280
200
20
60
60
40
35
35

After nine rounds, Marc Tastet had 8 points, and Shaman and Feinstein
had 7 points each, with the chasing pack on 5 points. In the two round Swiss,
Feinstein beat Tastet and Shaman, and Tastet lost in round 11 to Feldborg.
Tastet’s tie-break was good enough to put him in the final with Feinstein, while
Shaman played against Feldborg in the playoff.

Feinstein won the final 2-0 in spite of having a lost position at the beginning
of both endgames. )

Regionals

There have been four Regionals so far; for dates of forthcoming events, see the
back page. Full reports will follow next time, but for now here are the results.
Recall that National Champion Joel Feinstein and Challengers’ Winner Neil
Stephenson had already qualified for the 1993 National Championship. Other
qualifiers are marked with a (Q). Ties are split, wherever the tie-breaks are known
to me.

London  13/3 Pts Wellingborough — 3/4 Pts
1. Peter Bhagat (Q) 5/6 1. David Shaman (Q) 7/7
2. Joel Feinstein 5 2. Graham Brightwell (Q)
3.  Michael Trent (Q) 4 3. Aubrey de Grey (Q)
4. lain Barrass Q) 4 4. John Lysons
5. Ian Turner 3 5. lain Barrass
6. Phil Marson 3 6. Joel Feinstein
7. Mark Atkinson 3 7. Martin Fancy
8. Neil Cuthbertson 3 8. Guy Plowman
9. John Bass 3 9. Phil Marson
10. Aiden O’Reilly (IRE) 2 10. Margaret Plowman
11. Liam Stephens 1 11. Roy Arnold
12. Steven Verhaegen (IRE)0 12. Adelaide Carpenter

13. Nigel Barthorpe

Eastbourne — 17/4 Pts Worksop — 24/4

1.  Guy Plowman (Q) 7/7 1. Joel Feinstein J7
2. Phil Marson Q) 6 2. lain Forsyth (Q)
3. Tan Turner (Q) Tain Barrass
4. Roy Arnold Phil Marson
Graham Chappell David Haigh (Q)
6. Richard Brend Mark Wormley (Q)

Alison Turner
8. Ashley Hammond
9.  Rodney Hammond
10. Gareth Taplin

Colin Hands
Eileen Forsyth
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Paris — August 28-29
Name Pts EGP Name Pts

1. Takeshi Murakami 10 +2 200 12. Fabrice di Meglio 61

2. Graham Brightwell 83 +1 140 Guy Plowman 61

3. Masaki Takizawa 8 +2 90 Elie Cali 6i

4. Karsten Feldborg 8 +0 60 Frangois Coulon 6%

5. Paul Ralle 7 35 16. Erik Jensen 6
Dominique Penloup 7% 35 Marc Tastet 6

7. David Shaman 0 10 Philippe Juhem 6
Emmanuel Caspard 7 10 Stéphane Nicolet 6
Nils Berner 7 10 Keiki Horiuchi 6
Joel Feinstein 7 10 Henrik Vallund 6
Hideki Kitajima 7 10

There were 47 players in all. Iain Barrass scored 5/11, and Matthew Selby 3%. I
presume I become the first Western player to finish ahead of three World Cham-
plons in the same tournament. Murakami becomes the first player to win Paris
three times.

The top finishers in the European Grand Prix were as follows.

1. Marc Tastet 420 5=. Takeshi Murakami 200
2. David Shaman 380 7. Stéphane Nicolet 180
3. Imre Leader 235 8. Graham Brightwell 175
4. Joel Feinstein 210 9. Dominique Penloup 160
5=.Francesco Marconi 200 10. Karsten Feldborg 120

Doncaster Mini-tournament. September 1993.

lain Forsyth, Joel Feinstein and Phil Marson all scored 3/4: Iain won on sum of
opponents’ scores.

Forthcoming Events.

December 4th. Cambridge Christmas Tournament. Organiser: P.Bhagat 0223-
62323.

February 12th-13th. Cambridge Open. Organiser: P.Bhagat 0223-62323.

Finally, I received the following cryptic message from a Mr.A.de Grey:

“e6 6 g6 g7 *g8 *h8 £5 16 *g5 d6 6 4 d3 *c3 £7 b6 *g4 d2 a6 *8 *h7 *g3 hd c4
*e7 ¢5 h2 3 ¢2 *g2 *d7 bl {2 *b2 h5 b3 cl d8 *c7 *gl a3 e3 d1 b5 fl e8 ab c8
*b7 *al €2 a2 hl bd h3 a4 (pass) b8 *a7 easy really”.

British Othello Bulletin
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How does he do it? A glance at Joel Feinstein’s rating, plotted against time,
reveals a clear cyclic pattern, peaking every year in the list produced just after the
Nationals. Joel won his third title in a row, and his fourth in five years, becoming
the first four-time British Champion. Congratulations to him. Congratulations
also to Imre Leader and John Lysons, who make up the British team for the
Worlds. Semi-congratulations to Mike Handel, whose fourth place leaves him
standing by to play in the Worlds in case of an odd number of other players. Full
reports of both National and World Championships will follow in the next full
newsletter, planned for January.

We also promise a full report on the climax of the European Grand Prix,
won by Marc Tastet of France. Marc becomes the first non-British player to win
outright, and also the first player to win the Grand Prix without winning any of
the individual tournaments. In fact, he was a losing finalist in each of the five
events from Paris '92 to Brussels '93.

Tastet’s form did not impress the French selectors for the World Champi-
onship, whose philosophy of only considering tournament winners, so as to have a
team of proven winners, resulted in the exclusion of the reigning World Champion.

David Shaman did qualify for the Worlds. The lucky nation to obtain his
services this year is the U.S.A., who are also fielding Brian Rose and David
Parsons. It is very important that the U.S. not win the team title, to avoid the
daft possibility that David will have won more World team titles than any nation.
The British team of Feinstein, Leader and Lysons is tipped (by me, at any rate)
to stop them.

As I'm sure you know, the 1993 World Othello Championships will be held in
London. The venue is the Kensington Palace Hotel, de Vere Gardens, London W8
5AF. The dates are November 5-7. Over the first two days (Friday and Saturday),
there will be a Swiss-style tonrnament to decide the World Team Championship
and to find the four semi-finalists. The semi-finals, final, and Victory Dinner take
place on the Sunday.

Thanks to those who have already volunteered to serve as table referees. A
few more would still be most welcome. Also, if anyone living in London is willing
to put up players or referees over the weekend, then please get in touch with me.
I'm hoping that most people will make their own arrangements, but it would be
a great help to have a few spaces available if necessary.

Graham Brightwell



Addresses of Officers.

Chairman and Newsletter Editor: Graham Brightwell, 12A Glenfield Road, Bal-
bam, London SW12 0HG. Tel. 081-675-8873 or 071-955-7624 (Work).

Secretary: David Haigh, 62, Romsey Road, Winchester, Hants., SO22 5PH. Tel.
0962-853826.

A.G.M.

The A.G.M. of the B.O.F. was a lively affair, as usual, and we had some very
interesting discussions. Of the two proposed rule changes set out on p.5 of Nodes,
only the first was passed.' The committee will sort out an exact wording at its
December meeting. Ken Stephenson also proposed two rule changes. Firstly, he
advocated a longer period of qualification before foreigners resident in Britain are
eligible to play in Britain. After a series of amendments, the final (rather mild)
proposal was rejected fairly narrowly. Ken also suggested that the British team
should always contain at least one “new face” but this was rejected decisively.

Doncaster Regional 1993

Sue Barrass reports.  There was a sunny day in July — the day Othello players
met in Doncaster for the final Regional of 1993. Initially, we had fifteen Federation
members present, but Eileen Forsyth withdrew from the starting blocks to deny
Bye another tournament tally! Of the fourteen remaining players only two, John
Lysons and Robert Stanton — making a welcome return after two years away
from the game, had not previously qualified. Among the others present was
Phil Marson, whose participation meant that he played in all ten of this year’s
Regionals.

Round 1 produced a draw between David Haigh and Ken Stephenson, with
all other games going as predicted by the ratings. David again drew in round
2, and beat Neil Cuthbertson in round 3. Also undefeated at lunch were David
Shaman and Imre Leader. Colin Hands also went to lunch very pleased with his
wins over lain Forsyth and Mark Wormley.

After lunch, the Shaman-Leader game ended up 33-31 to David, while the
other David’s fortune changed, losing to Joel Feinstein and the on-form Colin.
Round 5 provided Imre with his 300th rated game, a very close game against lain
Barrass. The closeness of the game reflected not only in the facial expressions of
both players, but also, in the later stages, in those of the spectators.

Entering the final round, only David Shaman had 6, with Imre on 5 and Joel
on 4, having lost on time to both the top two. Colin’s reward for playing so well
carlier in the day was a final round game against David S — no upset there!

Final Result. David Shaman 7, Imre Leader 6, Joel Feinstein 5, Iain Barrass
4, Ken Stephenson 3.5, John Lysons, Colin Hands, Mark Wormley, Iain Forsyth,
David Haigh and Roy Arnold all on 3, Phil Marson 2.5, Robert Stanton 2, Neil
Cuthbertson 1.

Brussels July 31-August 1.

Name Pts EGP Name PtsEGP
1. Imre Leader 9 +2 200 8. Ian Turner 5% 15
2. Marc Tastet § +0 140 9. Greg Johnson 4 8
3. David Shaman 8§ +1.5 90 Aubrey de Grey 4 8
4. Dominique Penloup 7 +1.5 60 11. Dominique Bétin 1
5. Bintsa Andriani 64 40 Alain Daix
6. Sophie Collay 6 25

Leslie Cagley 6 25

A tournament strangely short of Belgians, dare I suggest. Imre Leader wins
another Mannequin Pis. ‘

British National Championship — Sheffield, August 21-22

Name Pts Name Pts
1. Joel Feinstein 8§ 0.5 13. Mark Atkinson 4
2. Imre Leader 7 4+0.5 Phil Brewer 4
3. John Lysons 6 +1 Tain Forsyth - 4
4. Mike Handel 6 +0 Phil Marson 4
5. Guy Plowman 6 Robert Stanton 4
6. Garry Edmead 6 Ken Stephenson 4
7. Graham Brightwell 531 Mark Wormley 4
8. lain Barrass 5 20. David Haigh 3
Jeremy Das 5 Colin Hands 3
Aubrey de Grey 5 22. Roy Arnold 2
Matthew Selby 5 Jim Brewer 2
12. Ian Turner 41 24. Al Twner 1

The tiebreak (BQ) for third was: Handel 7133, Lysons 657, Plowman 655,
Edmead 639. Mike and John, being level on points, played off for third, with
John winning comfortably. Mike (who lost his last three games) and Guy can
both count themselves a little unlucky. I don’t have the tiebreaks for the lower
places at the moment, so players are listed in alphabetical order.

Challengers’ Tournament. 1. Sophie Collay (F) 6/6, 2. Myles Harvey 4,
3. Eileen Forsyth 2, 4. Joan Stephenson 0.

Myles Harvey qualifies for next year’s Nationals, as does Joel Feinstein.



Manchester — 14/5 Pts Cambridge — 11/6 Pts

1. Mike Handel 6/6 1. Graham Brightwell 6/7
2.  Bruce Kyte (Q) 4 2.  Guy Plowman 5%
3. Roy Arnold 4 3. Peter Bhagat Q) 5
4. Jeremy Das 3 4. Joel Feinstein 4
Phil Marson 3 Mike Handel 4
6. Ken Stephenson 3 Imre Leader 4
7. Colin Hands 3 7. Aubrey de Grey 3%
8. Myles Harvey 2 8. lan Turner 3
9. Mark Wormley (Q) 2 9. Matthew Selby Q) 23
10. Simon Nickson  (Q) 0 10. Roy Arnold 2
Phil Marson 2
Myles Harvey %

So 22 players have qualified so far, with a possible 6 more places at stake. Those
who have qualified will receive a letter of invitation to the National Final: if you
receive a letter and can’t make the event, please write back to David Haigh and
tell him so, so that someone else can be invited. At the recent committee meeting,
we agreed the details of the procedure David will use, which are as follows.

If a player P, who qualified at tournament T' drops out, another player will
be invited, being the highest placed finisher in tournament 7', among those who
have not yet been invited. For instance, if Guy Plowman drops out then Richard
Brand stands to be invited, since all the higher placed finishers at Eastbourne
have qualified elsewhere. If more than one tournament needs to be treated this
way, then the later tournament will be considered first. For instance, if Graham
Brightwell, Mike Handel and Guy Plowman all drop out, then Eastbourne will be
considered first, resulting in invitations for Richard Brand and Graham Chappell
(replacing Brightwell and Plowman); then Handel’s place will go to John Bass,
since Chappell will already have been invited. [The reverse order is just to go
some small way towards correcting the bias in favour of participants at later
tournaments.] All clear?

The committee also agreed in principle that it would recommend to the AGM a
rise in subscription rates. The exact proposal has yet to be finalised, as we are
awaiting detailed accounts. The accounts, and the proposal, will be published in
the next ncwsletter.

Finally, a game from the 1989 French Championship, Rouillon vs. Pelissier:
£5 £6 €6 f4 g5 €7 {7 g6 h6 {8 g4 hd h5 h7 d8 d6 g3 g2, 1-21.

This seems to have provoked the following cryptic message from a Mr.A.de Grey:
€6 d6 c6 d7 c8 d8 8 b7 b5 b6 c4 a4 ab, 16-1.

British Othello Bulletin
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Carrying on the fine traditions of the Newsletter, the Bulletin is now starting to
be late. Apologies. If it’s any consolation, there would have been nothing in it
had it been on time. Asitis ...

First, the British Championship will be held over the weekend of September
24-25, in the Lubbock Room, Peterhouse, Cambridge. Peterhouse is a traditional
Cambridge college, numbering old fogey Imre Leader among its Fellows. Thanks
to Imre for organising the venue. As usual, the AGM of the Federation will take
place early on the Saturday afternoon, with three rounds of the Championship to
follow. The remaining six rounds, the Challengers’ tournament, and the Grand
Final all take place on the Sunday. Fuller details in the next newsletter.

The top three finishers in the Nationals qualify to represent Britain in the
World Championships, which will be held in Paris, November 3rd-5th.

If you want to play Othello in Paris, another opportunity is the Paris Open,
August 27-28. This is your best chance ever to play one of the top Japanese, as no
less than seventeen of them are rumoured to be planning to attend. This could be
the strongest tournament for some years, but there is also a wide variety of playing
standards, and there is no need to fear you’ll be out of your depth. Contact Joel
Feinstein (0602-251120) for further details, including travel and accommodation
suggestions.

If you prefer a smaller, more relaxed, but also highly competitive event, then
I suggest the Brussels tournament, July 30-31. Contact me (081-675-8873) for
more details. ;

Statistics suggest that you are more likely to prefer the final Regional tour-
nament of the year, to be held in Doncaster, on July 23rd. The venue is the
St. John Ambulance Brigade Headquarters, St. Sepulchre Gate West, Doncaster.
Contact Eileen Forsyth (0302-364626) for further details.

Statistics are not yet available on the likelihood of your turning up for the
inaugural North vs. South needle match, but both captains are known to be more
than willing to select as many players as make themselves available. The venue
is the Staff Club at the University of Nottingham, the date is July 9th, and the
contact is Joel Feinstein (0602-251120).

The next newsletter will appear in early August. Material must reach me
by the end of July, as I am leaving the country for a few weeks from mid-August.

Graham Brightwell






