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RATINGS |

°
The Ratings List maintained by David Haigh Gr e e n L lg h t

Current British ratings (after 1997 Oxford Regional tournament). This issues

ratings list is looking a bit sparse with the disappearance of two of the big names in | I | |
British Othello, Michael Handel and Ken Stephenson, hopefully it will be short lived ‘ O O OlO O Olo
and both players will come back soon. On a positive note we gain Greg Johnson and —
Leslie Cagley, now living in Wales, with Greg popping up at Number 8 and Leslie ‘ IO|OF |O
becoming the top lady at Number 19. Phil Marson makes the top 10 following his = = —
performances in the Grand Prix and Roy Arnold comfortably leads in the most games ‘ OIO |O
played category. l

Player Games Rating Player Games Rating ‘ .lO OHO O OJ
1 Imre Leader 426 1843 16 Colin Hands 161 1273 I
2 Graham Brightwell 460 1826 17 Bruce Kyte 118 1262 . ‘ O OFO O O
3 Garry Edmead 225 1803 18 Tain Forsyth 366 1243 = - J
4 Joel Feinstein 403 1772 19 Leslie Cagley 31 1211 " O O O O
5 Guy Plowman 306 1771 20 Roy Arnold 541 1195 — =
6  Jan Haugland 49 1630 21 Michael Kirkden 7 1154 ‘ FO O O'
7  Ian Turner 271 1608 22 David Haigh 389 1113 = .
8  Greg Johnson 45 1597 23 Maurice Kent 43 1101 O O O OIO O O O
9  Aubrey de Grey 447 1550 24 Adelaide Carpenter 127 1067 I I = I — I I
10  Phil Marson 440 1481 25 Rodney Hammond 58 1019
11 [lain Barrass 370 1453 26 Al Turner 92 997
12 Mark Atkinson 84 1349 27 Mac Bannister 12 968 Best solution to last issues puzzle
13 Jeremy Das 216 1360 28 - Ashley Hammond 38 818 14 empty squares from Aubrey de Grey
14 Matthew Selby 222 1347 29 Eileen Forsyth 229 671
15 Mark Wormley 371 1318 30 Wyatt Black 32 64 e6 f4 d3 c4 3 d2 €2 f1 ¢c1 d1 b4 bl el £5 gl hl g5 g4 h4 €7 d6 c5 b5

a4 a3 h3 8 d7 h2 18 g8 a2 d8 ¢8 b8 h6 hS5 a6 h7 h8 a5 a8 al £6 a7 c6
As a special treat for all our foreign subscribers, for this issue only we are

including the ratings of those of you who have played in the UK in the last two years
(Oh no not more mentions of Karsten Feldborg Ed.)

1 David Shaman 181 1891 7  Francois Robin 22 1502

2 Karsten Feldborg 40 1827 8  Alexandre Cordy 33 1475 BRITISI*I

3 Stephane Nicolet 48 1791 9 Bintsa Andriani 76 1416

4  Emmanuel Caspard 88 1790 10 Serge Alard 83 1382 | I '
5 Dominique Penloup 107 1686 11 Alexander Boe 11 1324 T E LL
6  Emmanuel Lazard 86 1675 12 Hiroyuki Abe 10 1234
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INFORMATION

Othello is manufactured and marketed by Peter Pan Playthings, Swindon.

The British Othello Federation is an independent body. Annual Subscription for
British residents costs £6 (with the first year’s membership including a copy of the
instructional book Othello: Brief & Basic). Ten years membership is available for
£55. An overseas subscription costs £8 per year, or £75 for ten years.

Cheques or postal orders payable to the British Othello Federation should be sent
to David Haigh. The price of Othello: Brief & Basic for existing members is £6.
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Position after move 14

However Akira misses his chance to force white
to break through in the north. At move 40 Michael is
forced to finally break through in the north, all further
possibilities for play in the bottom half of the board are
exhausted. Taking the h8 corner will lead to white
losing parity in the South-West corer following 39h8,
40g8, 41h2, 42a8. Michael chooses the natural d2 as his
breakthrough move and play continues in the North for

a few moves.

At move 44 white misses an opportunity to play

the trendy move to bl which

comfortably and settles instead on d1. Akira chooses to -
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At move 24 white takes control of the south
edge and black needs to be careful just to stay alive
in the game. Akira comes up with a plan, an
immediate sacrifice at g7 opening up the move to g3.

The western edge is then played out by
Michael at the cost of a rather ugly region in the
South-West. Akira chooses to play h7 at move 33, in
preference to h4. Following 34b3, rather than take the
move to ¢2 immediately, a black move to h4 looks
very promising. h6 is unavailable to white, as it gives
away the h8 comer and h3 is completely poisoned
ensuring that black gets the h6 move to follow up g4.
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looks to be winning

Black to play at 34

play a6 rather than the natural (and losing) c1.
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Position after move 48

At move 48 the game looks tight, but white
has parity because black can’t play into the odd
region around the a8 corner without opening up the
g8 move for white.

Play in the match was perfect from move 48
onwards with Michael holding on to parity and
gaining a 35-29 win.

‘T hope this game has satiated all those fans of
Michael Handel and served as a reminder to
everyone else that our tournaments are missing one

| of the most dangerous players in the country.






