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I RATINGS I

The Ratings List maintained by David Haigh Green Light

As a special treat for all our foreign subscribers, for this issue only we are
including the ratings of those of you who have played in the UK in the last two years
(Oh no not more mentions of Karsten Feldborg Ed.)

Current British ratings (after 1997 Oxford Regional tournament). This issues
ratings list is looking a bit sparse with the disappearance of two of the big names in
British Othello, Michael Handel and Ken Stephenson, hopefully it will be short lived
and both players will come back soon. On a positive note we gain Greg Jolmson and
Leslie Cagley, now living in Wales, with Greg popping up at Number 8 and Leslie
becoming the top lady at Number 19. Phil Marson makes the top 10 following his
performances in the Grand Prix and Roy Arnold comfortably leads in the most games
played category.

Player GamesRatingPlayerGamesRating
1

lmre Leader 426184316Colin Hands 1611273
2

Graham Brightwell 460182617Bruce Kyte 1181262
3

Garry Edmead 225180318lain Forsyth 3661243
4

Joel Feinstein 403177219Leslie Cagley 311211
5

GuyPlowman 306177120Roy Arnold 5411195
6

Jan Haugland 49163021Michael Kirkden 71154
7

lan Turner 271160822DavidHaigh 3891113
8

Greg Johnson 45159723Maurice Kent 431101
9

Aubrey de Grey 447155024Adelaide Carpenter 1271067

10
Phil Marson 440148125Rodney Hammond 581019

11
lain Barrass 370145326Ali Turner 92997

12
Mark Atkinson 84134927Mac Bannister 12968

13
JeremyDas 216136028 . Ashley Hammond38818

14
Matthew Selby 222134729Eileen Forsyth 229671

15
Mark Wormley 371131830Wyatt Black 3264

Best solution to last issues puzzle
14 empty squares from Aubrey de Grey
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INFORMATION

Othello is manufactured and marketed by Peter Pan Playthings, Swindon.

The British Othello Federation is an independent body. Annual Subscription for
British residents costs £6 (with the first year's membership including a copy of the
instructional book athelia: Brief & Basic). Ten years membership is available for
£55. An overseas subscription costs £8 per year, or £75 for ten years.
Cheques or postal orders payable to the British athelia Federation should be sent
to David Haigh. The price of athelia: Brief & Basic for existing members is £6.
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Position after move 14

At move 24 white takes control of the south

edge and black needs to be careful just to stay alive
in the game. Akira comes up with a plan, an
immediate sacrifice at g7 opening up the move to g3.

The western edge is then played out by
Michael at the cost of a rather ugly region in the
South-West. Akira chooses to play h7 at move 33, in
preference to 114.Following 34b3, rather than take the
move to c2 immediately, a black move to 114looks
very promising. h6 is unavailable to white, as it gives
away the h8 corner and h3 is completely poisoned
ensuring that black gets the h6 move to follow up g4.

Position after move 48

At move 48 the game looks tight, but white
has parity because black can't play into the odd
region around the a8 corner without opening up the
g8 move for white.

Play in the match was perfect from move 48
onwards with Michael holding on to parity and
gaining a 35-29 win.

o I hope this game has satiated all those fans of
Michael Handel and served as a reminder to

everyone else that our tournaments are missing one
of the most dangerous players in the country.

INFORMATION:

EDITORIAL:

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

BEGINNER'S SECTION:

TOURNAMENT REPORTS:

TECHNICAL ARTICLE:

ELECTRONIC OTHELLO:

MISCELLANY:

RATING LIST:

Contributors: lan Turner, PhiI Marson, loel Feinstein, Graham Brightwell, Roy
Amold, Eileen Forsyth, David Haigh, Aubrey deGrey.
Addresses of Officers:

Chainnan: Aubrey deGrey, I, Beaconsfield Terrace, Victoria Road, Cambridge
CB43BP

TeI. 01223-366197 (work 01223-333963)
Newsletter Editors: lan Turner, 24, Buckhurst Rd, Frimley Green, Camberley,
Surrey.

TeI. 01252-834781. Email: IAN.P.TURNER@GECM.COM
Phil Marson, 107, Fourth Avenue, Edwinstowe, Mansfield, Notts NG21 9PH
TeI. 01623-823970

Secretary: David Haigh, 62, Romsey Road, Winchester, Hants S022 5PH.
TeI. 01962-853826

Treasurer: Mark Wonnley, Flat 45, Rowntree Wharf, Navigation Road, York YOI
2XA TeI. 01904-656205

Publicity Officers: Mark Wonnley (address as above)
Bmce Kyte, 8, Derwent Crescent, Arnold, Nottingham NG5 6TA
TeI. 0115-920-6544

However Akira misses his chance to force white

to break through in the north. At move 40 Michael is
forced to finally break through in the north, all further
possibilities for play in the bottom half of the board are
exhausted. Taking the h8 corner will lead to white
losing parity in the South-West corner following 39h8,
40g8, 41h2, 42a8. Michael chooses the natural d2 as his
breakthrough move and play continues in the North for
a few moves.

At move 44 white misses an opportunity to play
the trendy move to b I which looks to be winning
comfortably and settles instead on dl. Akira chooses to
play a6 rather tllan the natural (and losing) cl.

00•0 00••• •000•••• 000•00•• 000000•• •••••••0 0000•0 00000

•
0•••••• 00•••• 000••000 000••0 000••0 0000

Black to play at 34
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A Game From The Past
GREEN LIGHT

by Archie Ologist INFORMATION - EDITORIAL 3

This game from the archives was played as the
final of the All Japan Championships in 1976. I have
no record of who it was between but it illustrates

how the game has changed in the past 20 years.
The opening moves of the game are almost

never played by modem othello players, with move 5
now considered as unplayable. As the game moves
on we see that between moves 8 and 15 we see a

more recognisable style of play.
At move 23 the game has developed into a

position that most modem players would recognise.
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Black has a lot of disks but they are central and
white, though looking in good shape on disc count, is
badly positioned. White needs to fine a nice move to cut
through the centre of blacks pieces to open up his
options. This can be nicely achieved with f7 or possibly
g6, his actual move to d2 just makes his position worse.

Black however misses out on his opportunity and
takes lots of edge and ends up in an awful mess by
move 43. Whites sequence of 44g2, 45g3, 46g7, 47hl,
48g1 is horrible and leads to black gaining both the h­
file and the 8 row. The game plays out to a fairly
comfortable, if somewhat fortunate black win by 37-27.

0
00

0•••• •••••• •••••00• •••••

Position after move 23

Editorial by Phi! Marsofl.

Well, here we are again with the second newsletter courtesy of Ian Turner
and yours truly. The first thing you may notice is how much easier this newsletter
is to read. After listening to the COlmnents from various BOF members, we
decided to make the typeface a little larger. If there are no dissenting voices, then
this is the fonnat from now on.

Once again this is being written at the last moment. Ian finished his
contributions, by far the largest, about a week ago and he's now disappeared for a
few days to Belgium. He's spending a few days sightseeing and then he's taking
part in the Bmssels Open; so here's hoping he has a great time. As for me, I'm
recovering from a little tummy bug that unfortunately prevented me from going to
the Winchester tournament. I haven't spoken to David yet but I'm sure everything
passed OK and that a good time was had by all.

Details of the British Nationals are elsewhere in this newsletter. However, I
should like to take this opportunity of urging as many people as possible to come
along to the Nationals this year. It should be very enjoyable and, of course, this
year it's open to all and sundry, so there's no excuse for not turning up. Hopefully
you will find time to come to the AGM beforehand. If you do, please bring your
thoughts about any aspect of the federation, but especially about the new look
Brightwell Grand Prix. Has it been a success, should we try something else or is it
basically OK but needs a little tweaking? Your views really are important.

Midnight Madness
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A Hosaka 29 M Handel 35

on the facing page) opening up
line maybe 15c3, 16d3, 17g5.

by Cyber Flipper

For all those of you who have missed the
atrocities perpetrated by Michael Handel on the
othello board we have something special for you.
This game features the missing man himself playing a
game against the puzzle king from Japan, Akira
Hosaka. The game, played last month, was obtained
from the VOG archive ..

The opening is an unusual line of the Bat, with
8f4 deviating from standard mainline play. Play
through to move 14 is all along a standard line for
this variation, developed by Greg Jolmson in the
early nineties.

Akira's move 15 is a little weak (see diagram
nice moves for Michael at both f3 and g5. A better

Thoughts of a Chairman by Aubrey de Grey

Whew! An ex-chairman, who shall remain nameless, said at the last AGM that
being chainnan was less work than being Treasurer. Perhaps it was in his day ...
The last six months have involved me in two very major developments for the
Federation, both rather time consuming ...Ok, I'm not really complaining - both are
extremely good news for the BOF, both short-term and long-term. The first is the
Mind Sports Olympiad, which was announced in the last newsletter. As many of
you will know by now, there will be very generous prizes, including ones of
between £25 and £100 for 15 novices. The second is the Bluebird Toys, who have
the sole licence to sell Othello in the UK, have AT LAST agreed to put into some
sets some infonnation about the BOF. In fact, they did rather more than that - they
let me rewrite the mles booklet from scratch. Sets containing this new booklet
should be on the streets within a few months.

As David Haigh said, maybe we should change the Chainnan more often.
(Something else for the AGM perhaps. Ed.)


