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RATINGS | |
The Ratings List maintained by David Haigh ON THE OTHER HAND....
PLAYER CAMES RATING The Newsletter of the British Othello Federation

1| Graham Brightwell 548 - ] 1891 | :

2 | Garry Edmead 257 1858 ' g February 1999

3 | Imre Leader 460 1788 ! '

4 1 Joel Feinstein 438 1732 '

5 | Michael Handel 328 1707

6 | Guy Plowman 344 1664 :

7 | Jan Haugland 107 1631 ; O ' . O

8 | lan Turner 393 1620 t

9 | Aubrey de Grey 529 1563 : . ‘ O . O
10 | lain Barrass 425 1531 i

11 | David Summers 25 1415 | . ‘

12 | Phil Marson 537 1410 i . ‘ . . O
13 | Mark Atkinson 157 1388 I

14 { Sophie Collay 15 1387 : . . . ‘ O Q O O
15 | Fred Collay 9 1384 |

16 | Shanker Menon 3 1347 i O . . ‘ Q O O
17 | Matthew Selby 231 1327 | :
18 i Bruce Kyte 127 1316 i

e m . ool [eee
20 | Mark Wormley 425 1275 l . -
21 [ Roy Ammold : 662 1263 | O O O O . O
22 | Tain Forsyth ' 414 1241 ]
23 | Michael Schmidt 9. 1208 !
24 | Colin Hands : 169 1203 ' ‘ ‘ . . . .
25 | George Hassabis 14 - 1192 :

26 | Steve Parsons 3 14 1185 ' Black to play and draw
27 | Josiah Lutton v 13 1177 ) )
28 | Robert Stanton . 143 1163
:2:) .K);:;l;?:zzar IZ }:?-‘, Edmead v. Murakami - see p.9
31 | David Haigh 444 1080 i
32 | Rajit Gholap ] 14 1059 !
33 | Adelaide Carpenter 161 1033
34 | Aidan Bumn 1 997
35| Ali Tumer 99 967
| Eileen Forsyth
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INFORMATION

Othello is manufactured and marketed by Peter Pan Playthings, Swindon.

The British Othello Federation is an independent body. Annual subscription for
British residents costs £6 (with the first year’s membership including a copy of
the instructional book Othello: Brief and Basic). Ten year’s membership is
available for £55. An overseas subscription costs £8 per year, or £75 for ten
years.

Cheques or postal orders payable to the British Othello Federation should be
sent to Aubrey de Grey. The price of Othello: Brief and Basic for existing
members is £6.
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ag24(@gen.cam.ac.uk

Newsletter Editors: lan Turner, 23, Buckhurst Road, Frimley Green, Camberley,
Surrey. Tel: 01252-834781. Email: IAN.P. TURNER@GECM.COM

Phil Marson, 107, Fourth Avenue, Edwinstowe, Mansfield, Notts NG21 9PH.
Tel: 01623-823970. Email: bothfed@aol.com

Secretary: Mark Atkinson. Tel: 01252-725283 or mobile 0961-178653
Treasurer: Mark Wormley, Flat 45, Rowntree Wharf, Navigation Road, York
YO1 2XA. Tel: 01904-656205
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Prize Puzzle by Phil Marson
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Black to play

My Othello board has some very unusual discs. They each have a letter of
the alphabet on them, and when they are flipped, not only do they change colour
but the letter changes to the next letter in the alphabet. For example, if the disc at
8 were flipped, it would turn black and the letter would become ‘O’. If flipped
again, it becomes white again but the letter becomes ‘P’. 1t is also cyclic, so that
a“Z’ becomes ‘A’

The five columns almost speli out the surnames of 5 well-known Othello
players. It’s black to play; can you find the next 4 moves that will restore the
names to their proper forms. The first person to tell me the correct 4 moves will
receive a lovely £5 note. Either ‘phone, Email, send a letter or use the
old-fashioned method of face-to-face. '
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As I now have a new computer with a scanner, I thought it would be a
good idea to add info to the website regarding members of the BOF, Therefore,
if you are interested in adding to the website, why not send me a photo of
yourself (nothing rude please) plus a few lines in the form of a biography - full
name, age, hobbies, favourite quote, most memorable Othello game etc.. - use
your imagination. I can then put this information on the website for the entire
world to see - now there’s an incentive.

Speaking of my new computer, it comes with software allowing you to
dictate into word processors and generally control the computer without having
to touch the keyboard and mouse. I hadn’t realised how far voice recognition had
come - it’s quite impressive. Although it works immediately, the user is advised
to ‘train’ the computer to the sound of their voice by dictating about 400
supplied sentences. I haven’t got around to this yet, but I tried a few names of
BOF members, just to see how well it could interpret them. I was amazed when
it got ‘Aubrey de Grey’ right first time, complete with the space after ‘de’.
‘Adelaide Carpenter’ also posed no problem (a first, maybe - only joking
Adelaide) but some of the other names were a little more difficult. Among the
more humorous were ‘Giles Einstein’ and ‘Garry deadbeat’. Maybe my computer
is more intelligent than I thought. My name understandably comes out as ‘Fitin
arson’ and lain Barrass is simply ‘embarrass’. However, the wackiest must be
that famous top Japanese player ‘takes her meal calmly’.

Othellists Number Whatever -- Cambridge Christmas Tournament
S By Graham Brightwell

This year saw the tenth anniversary of the inaugural Cambridge Christimas
Tournament, traditionally held in Cambridge, well before Christmas. Interest in
the tournament has chiefly concerned Imre Leader's wide variety of techniques to
avoid wmnmg a tournament in December, but these have mostly mvolved other
people winning, and here is a list of them.

1988 Graham Brightwell 1994  Graham Brightwell
1989 Graham Brightwell 1995 Graham Brightwell

1990 Peter Bhagat 1996 David Shaman
1991* Imre Leader 1997 David Shaman
1992 David Shaman 1998* Graham Brightwell

1993 Joel Feinstein
Moyt

* .- played in November
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Editorial by Phil Marson

The first thing to mention about this newsletter is the format. A quick flick
through the pages should indicate to our readers that there has been a slight
change. This is a direct result of the last committee meeting, held just prior to the
National Championships in Oxford last year. Briefly (and if I remember
correctly), Mark Atkinson has taken over ilic job of secretary from David Haigh.
This means that he is now responsible for new membership of the federation and
processing the list of all BOF members. Let me take this opportunity of thanking
David Haigh on behalf of us all for the wonderful job he has done over the past
however many years. His taking of the minutes during our many and varied
meetings has always been impeccable and I know that, thanks to his diligence,
the handing over of the reins to Mark will be smooth and painless. Before this
begins to sound like some sort of farewell to David, he has kindly agreed to
continue his maintenance of the ratings list and, although his time may very well
be taken up in the future with other projects, 'm sure we'll still continue to sec
him at future tournaments and get-togethers. Thanks David!

Anyway, what does all this have to do with the newsletter. Well, David
also used to be the final link in the chain that got this newsletter to you. All
pages were formatted on A4 and forwarded to David, who then had them
reduced, photocopiced, collated, stapled, cnveloped (is that a word?) and posted.
This job has now fallen to yours truly. It means that everything is now produced
on my new computer, together with new word-processor, and so the font size,
alignment and general look (especially of the diagrams) may have changed.
Please let me know what things you like (or don’t) about this newsletter so that |
can get it changed for the next one (yes we are thinking about the next newsletter
already, whatever some people may think).

The other thing you should notice about this newsletter concerns
contributions. Take a few seconds to look at the list of contributors on the page
opposite. Notice anything? This newsletter is supposed to reflect the views and
experiences of all its members, and yet the number of people who submit articles
seems to decrease with each edition. I know that Graham, during his time as
editor, also had this problem, but I think Ian and 1 are just beginning to
appreciate the difficulties. Our thanks go, of course, to those people who have
contributed articles, but there really is only so much waffle Ian and I can write to
fill the pages. The newsletter was recently reduced to 32 pages; it really would be
a shame if it were to be reduced even further, simply becausc the BOF
membership has very little interest in what goes in it. Get writing now, for
heaven’s sake.
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FORTHCOMING TOURNAMENTS by Phil Marson
February 27th/28th

The 16th Cambridge International Tournament will take place in the Lubbock
Room, Peterhouse, Cambridge. The competition will consist of 11 rounds swiss
(7 rounds on Saturday and 4 rounds on Sunday morning) followed by a best-of-3
final and 3rd/4th playoff on Sunday afternoon. For more information about the
competition and accommodation in Cambridge, contact Aubrey de Grey at 1,
Beaconsfield Terrace, Victoria Road, Cambridge CB4 3BP. Telephone
01223-366197 (work 01223-333963). Email ag24@gen.cam.ac.uk.

March 20th

The Bassetlaw regional, organised by Roy Arnold, will take place at
Bassetlaw Community and Voluntary Services, St. Mary’s School, Park St.,
Worksop. For more information, contact Phil Marson at 107, Fourth Avenue,
Edwinstowe, Mansfield, Notts. NG21 9PH. Telephone 01623-823970. Email
pilonor@aol.com.

April 10th

The Wellingborough regional, organised by Margaret Plowman, will take place
at the Victoria Centre, Palk Road, Wellingborough, Northants. For more
information contact Margaret Plowman at 137, Torrington Crescent,
Wellingborough. Telephone 01933-678886.

April 24th

The first Mansfield regional, organised by Phil Marson, will be held at a venue
still to be announced. For more information contact Phil Marson at 107, Fourth
‘Avenue, Edwinstowe, Mansfield, Notts. NG21 9PH. Telephone 01623-823970.
Email pilonor@aol.com.

| May 8th

The Cambridge regional, organised by Aubrey de Grey, will be held at St.
Luke's Church, Victoria Road, Cambridge. For more information contact
Aubrey de Grey at 1, Beaconsfield Terrace, Victoria Road, Cambridge CB4
3BP.  Telephone  01223-366197 (work  01223-333963). Email

ag24(@gen.cam.ac.uk.
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MISCELLANY

Following a number of enquiries over the past year or so, the BOF has -
obtained a shipment of Tsukuda detuxe Othello sets from Japan. These are (as
far as we know) the only deluxe sets currently in production anywhere in the
world, and they are not commercially available in the UK. They are the same as
the sets used at the 1998 Oiympiad -- about 17 inches across, with
correspondingly large discs made of much more durable plastic than the usual
sets. They are available at 30 pounds each (including postage and packing
within the UK). Cheques in favour of the British Othello Federation should be
send to Aubrey de Grey at the address on the inside front cover.

News from Doncaster by Eileen Forsyth

1998 seems to have been punctuated by illness and holidays for the
Forsyth family, with only the April, July and August Othello meetings being
held. In August, with lain Barrass doing the pairings, lain Barrass himself was
the lst, beating Iain Forsyth, Mark and Roy. Phil was 2nd, Roy 3rd, Mark 4th
and, by some freak, myself 5th with lain 6th, :

With illness still dogging lain Forsyth the Christmas party seemed in
doubt; but Mark came to the rescue, offering his flat in York. And so the party
went ahead on Tuesday 22nd December. lain Barrass, myself, Roy and one of
Roy’s friends were able to go - Phil’s new contract in Leeds made it difficult for
him to make it; but with Mark’s four friends and his brother, Carl, it was a very
successful afternoon and evening. The games were good. Roy’s quiz was
thoughtfully worked out; the company was excellent, the food delicious, the
atmosphere friendly and the surroundings pleasant and warm. What more could
we wish for, Thank you Mark.

Please note - our next meeting will be Thursday April 8th 1999.

We wish you all happiness in 1999

The Official BOF Website by Phil Marson

Please visit the website at http://members.aol.com/bothfed - comments,

favourable or not, are welcome. Bear in mind that it’s still in a state of flux but
there should be enough information for you to form some sort of opinion. If you
have any suggestions about what you would like to see on the website, please
communicate them to me either verbally or by Email.
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TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL RANKINGS

POS COUNTRY POINTS | POS COUNTRY POINTS
1st FRANCE 275 10th | AUSTRALIA 12
2nd USA 26.5 11th | SPAIN 10
3rd JAPAN 22 12th | CZECH REPUBLIC 9
4th GREAT BRITAIN 205 ‘[ 13th | DENMARK 8
Sth ITALY | 19 14th | MADAGASCAR 8
6th ISRAEL 18 15th | NETHERLANDS 8
7th BELGIUM 17 16th | CANADA 7
8th CHINA 15 17th | NORWAY 7
9th FINLAND 12.5

The 3/4 play-off was as follows:-

Penloup 1-0 Mine 38-26

The final was as follows:-

Murakami 2.5-0.5 Caspard  34-30, 32-32 and 39-25

Congratulations to the British team who came 4th against some very tough
opposition,

THE TOP §
POS | NAME COUNTRY
Ist | Takeshi Murakami [ JAPAN
2nd | Emmanuel Caspard | FRANCE
3rd | Dominique Penloup | FRANCE
4th | Tatsuya Mine USA
Sth} Ryan Matreyek USA

The journey home was as uneventful as the journey to Barcelona. 1 shared a taxi
with Jain Barrass early Sunday morning; his flight was before mine so [ had a
couple of hours to myself in the airport lounge. I arrived home sometime in the
evening, having had a wonderful, alhough tiring, 4 days. It was announced on
the Saturday that the World Championships 1999 are to be held in Italy. I shall
certainly be there.
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June Sth

The Frimley Green regional, organised by Ian Turner, will be held at Frimley
Green, at a venue still to be announced. For more information, contact lan
Turner at 24 Buckhurst Road, Frimley Green, Camberley, Surrey GU16 6LH.
Telephone 01252-834781. Email Ian@banish-the.demon.co.uk.

June 19th

The North West regional, organised by Roy Amold, will be held at the Legh
Arms, 1, Mill Lane, Newton-le-willows, Merseyside. For more information
contact Phil Marson at 107, Fourth Avenue, Edwinstowe, Mansfield, Notts.
NG21 9PH. Telephone 01623-823970. Email pilonor@aol.com.

July 3rd

The South Coast regional, organised by Mark Atkinson, will take place in
Southampton, at a venue still to be announced. For more information contact
Mark Atkinson on 01252-725283 or on his mobile number 0961-178653.

July 17th

The traditionally last regional, organised by Eileen Forsyth and Sue Barrass, will
take place at St. Johns Ambulance Brigade, St. Sepulchre Gate West, Doncaster.
For more information contact Eileen Forsyth at 49, Balmoral Road, Doncaster
DN2 5BZ, telephone 01302-364626.

September 25th/26th

This year the nationals will be held in Mansfield for the first time. The venue is
still to be announced, but all members of the BOF are welcome. There will be an
AGM at approximately 1.30pm followed by the commencement of the
tournament at 3pm. 3 rounds will be played on the Saturday afternoon, followed
by 7 rounds on the Sunday, beginning at 9am. The finals should begin at
approximately Spm. The players coming Ist and 2nd will qualify for the British
team for the World Championships in November, this year being held in ltaly.
The third team member will be the winner of the British Grand Prix consisting of
all regional tournaments detailed above.






